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ARTS AT NATIVITY’S 2015-2016 SEASON
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 • 4 P.M. 

THE ART OF DANCE
It’s hard to imagine dance without music. 
And although it’s easy to imagine music with-
out dance, dance has played an important
role in influencing and structuring many

compositions throughout ages. Come and join us in exploration of pieces from
the classical repertoire based on dance forms, performed by mezzo-soprano
Suzanne Rovani, violinist Daga Suchon Hobbs, and pianist and organist
Ilona Kubiaczyk-Adler. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 • 4 P.M. 

CLASSICAL AFGHAN MUSIC
Qais Essar is an international artist, composer, producer,
and experienced live performer who carries on the tradi-
tional legacy of classical Afghan instrumentation. Essar
aims to bring the 3,000-year-old string instrument, rabab,
into the twenty-first century while replacing negative views
of Afghan culture with something beautiful. Join us for an
afternoon of sublime music travel! therabab.com

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 • 4 P.M.

JACOB ADLER, SOLO PIANO
Jacob Adler presents an intimate piano concert featuring
some of the most profound music composed by J.S. Bach,
Alexander Scriabin, and Ferrucio Busoni. All proceeds go to
benefit Maggie’s Place, a community that provides houses of
hospitality for pregnant and parenting women in need who
are living in the greater Phoenix area. maggiesplace.org

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 • 4 P.M. 

YULETIDE WITH BARTHOLOMEW FAIRE
Bartholomew Faire is
the Valley’s most eclectic
’early music’ group.
They’ll perform yuletide
music from various 
European traditions
through the centuries: mudejar-styled Cantigas de Santa María, late Middle
English Carols with Landini cadences, French Noels culled from pavans and
gaillardes, Celtic-infused melodies from the Playford Dancing Master, and 
familiar tunes from the Piae Cantiones. A chorus of lusty voices join
Bartholomew Faire’s medieval and renaissance instruments, bringing back 
the antique sounds of Yuletide celebrations. bartholomewfaire.com

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 • 4 P.M.

FROM CLASSICS TO FOLK
Phoenix Symphony violinist Levon Zarasian and his accom-
panist Peter Gharibian bring us the classics of the piano
and violin repertoire, as well as some of their favorite folk
music from their home country, Armenia. We hosted this duo
twice in the past at the Nativity Episcopal Church, and their
performances filled us with beauty and left us with amazing

energy. Don’t miss this extraordinary treat!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 • 4 P.M.

FROM ROBERT TO CLARA: SONGS OF
CLANDESTINE CORRESPONDENCE
One of the greatest yet rarely told love stories, the musical
and marital partnership of Robert and Clara Schumann is
manifested in their exquisite and significant contributions to
the genre of German lieder. Soprano Dori Scholer presents
works by both composers paired with readings from the 
passionate and poetic letters exchanged during their courtship and marriage.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12 • 4 P.M.

BYRD AND SWEELINCK
Come and be moved by the beautiful music of William Byrd
(1539–1623) and Jan Pietesrzoon Sweelinck (1562–1621).
Guy Whatley performs solo harpsichord and organ works
of Byrd and Sweelinck, who were the most famed composers
in their respective countries of England and the Netherlands
in the 16th and early 17th centuries. Although they were

mostly known as choral composers, their remarkable keyboard music had a
profound influence on future generations. guywhatley.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 9 • 4 P.M. 

DESERT SUN BRASS QUINTET
The Desert Sun Brass Quintet offers exciting per-
formances, programming music spanning genres
from renaissance to classical, broadway, and jazz.
This program will provide entertainment for music
lovers of every age, and display the group’s versatility in many styles of music.

SATURDAY, MAY 21 • 4 P.M.

HOLLY PYLE AND HOUSE OF STAIRS
House of Stairs, featuring Holly Pyle, vocals; Garrison Jones,
keys; Shea Marshall, bass clarinet, sax and synth; Stephen 
Avalos, drums, is a jazz-based collective that draws from funk,
soul and pop influences to create a distinct progressive sound-
scape. The group explores interactions between harmony,
meter and lyrics that are both compelling and imaginative.

Arts at Nativity Ticket Order Form
Visit ArtsAtNativity.org to purchase tickets 
and season passes with your credit card.
Season passes (nine concerts): 
❏ ____Adult tickets @ $150 Save $30!               
❏ ____Students and children @ $45

Please note: In the interest of conservation, we do not
issue printed tickets. Instead, we keep a list of tickets 
purchased at the door. 

Tickets for individual recitals:
❏ The Art of Dance, Saturday, September 26, 4 p.m.
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ Classical Afghan Music, Saturday, October 10, 4 p.m.
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ Jacob Adler, solo piano, Sunday, November 22, 4 p.m.
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ Bartholomew Faire, Saturday, December 19, 4 p.m. 
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ From Classics to Folk, Saturday, January 16, 4 p.m. 
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ From Robert to Clara, Saturday, February 20, 4 p.m. 
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ Byrd and Sweelinck, Saturday, March 12, 4 p.m. 
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ Desert Sun Brass Quintet, Saturday, April 9, 4 p.m. 
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ Holly Pyle and House of Stairs, Saturday, May 21, 4 p.m. 
_____Adults @ $20, _____Students and children @ $5 

❏ Please contact me about advertising in the program
❏ Please contact me about sponsoring a recital.

We value your support of the concert series. Please consider
how you can participate with your tax-deductible contribution.

❏ Benefactor: $1,000 or over
❏ Saint: $500–$999
❏ Angel: $250–$499

How I’d like to be listed in the program: _________________________

$_________ Total enclosed

Name ______________________________________________________

Daytime Phone______________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City______________________________State_______Zip____________

Please make check payable to Arts at Nativity and mail to 
Arts at Nativity, 22405 N. Miller Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85255

❏ Donor: $150–$249
❏ Supporter: $75–$149
❏ Contributor: up to $75



A NOTE FROM ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Ilona Kubiaczyk-Adler
We are excited to present the inaugural season of Arts at Nativity!
We have some amazing talent lined up for you, and quite a selec-
tion of styles of music for you to enjoy. You will hear the beauty of
classical music written for the female voice, presented by Chicago

native Suzanne Rovani, and Tucson-based artist Dori Scholer. Exploration of solo
music written for keyboard instruments is promised by Jacob Adler’s piano perform-
ance of Bach, Busoni and Scriabin, as well as Byrd and Sweelinck by the organist and
harpsichordist Guy Whatley. Don’t miss Polish violin virtuoso Dagmara Suchon Hobbs
and Phoenix Symphony violinist Levon Zarasian. Dive into the ocean of non-Western
sound, with rabab master Qais Essar on the concert titled Classical Afghan Music. 
We present larger ensembles, too: the young and energetic Desert Sun Brass Quintet
playing classical, Broadway and jazz; and the star of the Phoenix jazz scene Holly Pyle
and House of Stairs. The early music group Bartholomew Faire will take you back 
in time with their Medieval and Renaissance Christmas program – an exciting and
dance-inducing event you cannot miss! Our space is intimate; you will have an oppor-
tunity to hear and see the artists up close as they perform. After each concert, enjoy
refreshments and a time to talk with performers and fellow listeners. We promise 
unforgettable experiences! We look forward to seeing you.

NATIVITY
AT

Our
2015–2016
Season

The Episcopal Church
of the Nativity

22405 N. Miller Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85255

480.307.9216

ArtsAtNativity.org
PRESENTED BY 3RD AVE. ARTS

Don’t miss these free concerts!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 • 4 P.M.
VETERAN’S CONCERT
The Nativity Music Ministry has been presenting this unique celebration of  
Veteran’s Day for three years now, and those who came to our performances 
reported that they left moved and transformed, sometimes shedding a tear or 
two. The Veterans from our parish will read beautiful poems, and an ensemble 
consisting of soloists, choir, violin, trumpet, saxophones, guitar and piano 
will provide the music for this special offering again this year. Join us! 
Free admission.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 • 7:30 P.M.
ADVENTURE FUNDRAISER & CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The ADVENTure fundraiser is an event you don’t want to miss. As a part of the
evening the Nativity Music Ministry will perform a Christmas concert. Your favorite
secular and sacred carols, beautiful solos and choir anthems, accompanied by
great food and a silent auction. It cannot get better than that! Check the Nativity
Episcopal Church website at thenativity.net for more details. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 • 4 P.M. & SUNDAY, APRIL 24 • 4 P.M.
GODSPELL
Two performances of the famed Broadway show Godspell, directed by Darrell
Spencer and performed by Nativity Music Ministry members, and soloists from
the Valley. Come spend with us a great family-oriented afternoon! In Godspell, 
a small group of people help Jesus Christ tell different parables by using a wide
variety of games, storytelling techniques, and hefty dose of comic timing. An
eclectic blend of songs – from pop to vaudeville – is employed as the story of
Jesus’s life dances across the stage. Dissolving hauntingly into the Last Supper and
the Crucifixion, Jesus’s messages of kindness, tolerance, and love come to life. 922
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